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Launching the YWCA- Beirut

“Learning Kitchen”

Be Inspired

28th World YWCA Council 

Bold and Transformative Leadership- Towards 2035- 
Bangkok, Thailand, 2015

With a sizable donation from the Rotary Club of Beirut CADMOS, the 

YWCA was able to fully equip a newly refurbished kitchen with the 

most up-to-date equipment needed to turn it into a professional 

learning kitchen .The kitchen can now accommodate the growing 

number of students enrolled in the Hotel Management program of 

the Technical College, as well as provide the opportunity for women at 

grass root level to receive professional training in the food production 

and catering business.

Thank You Rotary Club of Beirut CADMOS!

The “Be Inspired” Program, initiated by the Leadership Committee, is a 

monthly informal gathering which hosts an outstanding woman from 

various walks of life.

On November 24th, we had the pleasure to host Mrs. Diala El Fil, 

founder of Tamanna.

After losing her five year old son Karim in the year 2000, Mrs. El Fil 

decided to establish Tamanna, a non-profit organization that grants 

the wishes of children with critical illnesses. According to her, turning 

a wish into reality empowers a child to combat his illness, giving him 

hope and happiness in times of great stress and hardship.

To date, Tamanna has granted over 1500 wishes at a rate of three per 

week. A wish granted is a powerful tool to help spirits rise, bringing 

a ray of sunshine into lives dominated by pain. A wish come true is a 

magic touch that turns a suffering child’s tears into laughter.

Every 4 years the World YWCA holds a Council meeting for all members 

around the world to meet and  elect the new World Board leaders and 

plan for the coming 4 years. 477 members from 73 countries gathered 

over a six-day meeting from 11 to 16 October, which was preceded 

by a 2-day young women’s forum. The delegations came from 8 

regions of the world: North and South America, Europe, Asia, Middle 

East, Africa, Pacific and the Caribbean.  The Lebanese delegation 

consisted of 6 voting members. During this World Council, 18 Board 

Members, 60% being young women under 30, were elected. Nagham 

Hot Spots

Women Empowerment

YWCA Membership Activities

“Ya Hala” Brunch at Feluka Restaurant 
October 7th, 2015

“Collaborative Economy” Training Course
Manchester, England 19- 25 July 2015

“Jump in EVS” Training Course
Istanbul 19 to 22 October

“Together we are Balanced” Training Course
Jordan, 9 – 17 November 2015.

Sponsoring the movie ‘Burnt”
October 29 in Beirut Souks

Annual Christmas Lunch 
December 17th, at Phoenicia Hotel

Cultural Trip to Aishti Foundation 
November 26, 2015

Presentation on heart disease prevention by YADUNA WHHC
November 4th, 2015

Screening of a Christmas related movie 
and re-election of 7 Board members
December 2nd, 2015

The membership committee commenced its annual activities with a 

warm gathering by the seaside, promising its members an entertaining 

and informative program for the year 2015-2016.

Project Objectives: 

Raise awareness towards Collaborative Consumption and promote its 

idea. 

Promote use of Collaborative Consumption tools in youth work. 

Promote cooperation between EU and neighboring countries and 

build new partnerships.

Participants: Tamara Chbeir and Taline Torikian from YWCA-Beirut 

and Nazih Fino, from Oxfam.

The main objective was to empower youth workers to become more 

efficient, develop quality health-enhancing activities with youngsters

and support better youth empowerment.

YWCA representatives: 

-Mohamad Yahfoufi and Nancy Khattab, from Loyac

-Mohamad Hamdan, from Right to Play

-Faten Nasredine, from Youth Development Association

The Training is a Partnership Building Activity by SALTO EUROMED and 

Turkish National Agency of Erasmus+. 

Participant: Rima Dinnawi, from YWCA-Beirut

330 members and their friends supported our fundraising event “for a 

cause”. Proceeds of this event will help in taking care of the neglected 

elderly mothers in nursing homes on the occasion of Mother’s Day on 

March 21st..

The YWCA-Beirut held its annual Christmas Lunch at the Phoenicia 

Hotel. 150 Members and friends of the association enjoyed the festive 

lunch. Proceeds were allotted to scholarships for Technical College 

students. 

The YWCA-Beirut, Excursion Committee organized a cultural trip to 

Aishti Foundation, and a brunch at Al Mandaloun Cafe, Dbayeh.

The achievements of the TC students in the Official BT Exams were the highlight of the year. We had 100% success in the fields of Business/

Accounting, Hotel Management and Preschool Education. The YWCA- Beirut congratulates the students, teachers and TC Administration 

for their hard work and perseverance. 

“Fall in Love with all Your Heart”

The presentation deliberated mostly on measures that should be 

taken by women to prevent heart disease and elaborated  on the 

Center’s  objectives to improve cardiovascular health: mainly through 

awareness, prevention, screening, primary treatment and advocacy.

The members present endorsed the re-election of 7 Board members 

to serve on the Board for three consecutive years.

The projected film “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens, was a 

pleasant movie portraying the Christmas spirit: caring, sharing and 

giving. 

Focus:
-Young Women’s Leadership
-Women’s rights
-Sustainability

Establishing the YWCA Leadership Academy

YWCA Technical College

SALTO-YOUTH EuroMed

Women in Parliament

Women in Parliament Digital Campaign

Advocacy

After persistent work and lobbying, the Women in Parliament coalition 

members, of which YWCA is a member, were able to bring in the open 

an official discussion on the implementation of short term measures 

(women’s quota) to strengthen the representation of women in 

politics. A National conference under the title “Temporary Special 

Measures to promote the Political Representation of Women through 

Electoral Law” was hosted at the Movenpick Hotel on October 1st,    

by the Parliament’s General Secretariat with the UNDP program. The 

objective of the council was to discuss a study entitled “The National 

Nassar, the National YWCA of Lebanon Youth Coordinator was one of 

them representing the Middle East. Also a common Vision, Strategic 

framework and budget for the next 4 years were adopted.

All member associations rallied around a common vision for the 

future: By 2035, 100 million young women and girls transform power 

structures to create justice, gender equality and a world without 

violence and war; leading a sustainable YWCA movement, inclusive of 

all women.

Initiative for a Quota” prepared by Women In Front and the Arab Center 

for Development and adopted by the Women in Parliament Coalition. 

The study offered insight and special measures for the adoption of 

30% women quota in the different electoral laws under study. Around 

10 MPs’ representing their respective parties, were given the stand to 

elaborate on their parties view concerning the study in question. Most 

of the deliberation was for the implementation of the women’s quota 

but had a different approach on the implementation and percentage.

https://twitter.com/ywcabeirut
https://www.facebook.com/ywcabeirut

